Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.080; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
The title complex, [Zn(C 10 
Related literature
The main strategy used in the design and synthesis of novel coordination architectures is the building-block approach, see: Han et al. (2005) ; Wen et al. (2005) ; Yaghi et al. (1998) . For the isostructural nickel analog, see: Zhou et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 10 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The main strategy widely used in design and synthesis of novel coordination architectures is the building-block approach (Yaghi et al., 1998; Han et al., 2005; Wen et al., 2005 The X-ray diffraction study shows that the asymmetric unit of (I) is composed of half a Zn atom, one 4,4'-bipy ligand, two coordinated water molecules and one HL ligand. As shown in Fig.1 
Experimental
A mixture of 4-hydroxylcinnamic acid (0.1642 g, 1 mmol), ZnSO 4 .7H 2 O (0.1438 g, 0.5 mmol), Na 2 CO 3 (0.053 g, 0.5 mmol) and H 2 O (15 mL) was sealed in a 25 ml stainless-steel reactor with a Telflon liner and was heated at 433 K for 3 d. On completion of the reaction, the reactor was cooled slowly to room temperature and the mixture was filtered, giving colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis in yield 30% (based on Zn).
Refinement
The Carbon-bound H-atoms were positioned geometrically and included in the refinement using a riding model [C-H = 0.93 Å U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C)]. The water and hydroxyl H atoms were located from different maps, and refined with O-H and H-H distances retrained to 0.85 (2) Å and 1.35 (2) Å, and U iso (H) values of 1.5U eq (O water, hydroxyl 
